Book Insights:
Business – The Ultimate Resource
By Curt Clinkinbeard

Growing up, it was always fun to go to my grandmother’s house and look at her set of encyclopedias and annual almanacs. (The old fashioned version of today’s internet. Right!?!) The books had everything you could ever want to know. 
Doctors have Grays Anatomy and the Physicians Desk Reference and purchasing agents have the Thomas Register books. But do entrepreneurs and business professionals have one, authoritative book which has everything you need to know about business? 

We do. Released in late 2001, “Business: The Ultimate Resource” is a very large compilation book by Perseus Publishing and has an extremely broad base of business information. 

The book (which has 2172 pages!) starts with a discussion on best practices. The practices touch on areas such as Marketing, Strategy / Competition, Finance, Information Management, Systems and Leadership. In each section there are approximately 20 articles written by experts within the topic area. Each section is 2-4 pages long so they are very quick reads. 
The book moves into a similar direction with a series of management checklists. Again, this segment of the book is broken down into key functional areas, such as Business Planning, Personal Effectiveness, and Manufacturing / Operations. The checklists are bullet points on effective management in each of the topic areas. The book also has a very similar action list section. 
Summaries of classic business books are found in the book’s next section. These quick, one page summaries cut to the heart of the book and provide key insights. Some of the over 50 titles include Innovation In Marketing, The Art of War, In Search of Excellence and many more. 

Then (yes, this is very comprehensive book!) the reference tool goes into leading business thinkers (authors) and management giants (business superstars). These two page summaries discuss such visionaries as Henry Ford, Bill Gates, Walt Disney and Jack Welch. These quick biographies provide an interesting look into many of the most famous and progressive business minds. 

As if all that wasn’t enough, the book concludes with a 200+ page business dictionary, a 500 page business almanac and a “sources of information” listing for over 50 key business management topics! 

OK, you get the picture right? This is not a book to sit down and read in one setting. It is an exhaustive (and somewhat exhausting!) business encyclopedia. 

So what are the insights? 

The entire book is bursting full of business insights. The great thing about the information is that it is organized and can be tapped into at a moment’s notice. This book weighs a lot (lift with your legs, not your back), but for the money ($50 list, but can be found for under $40), there is not a more comprehensive reference book on the topic of business. 

Curt Clinkinbeard is the Regional Director of the University of Kansas Small Business Development Center, which provides free and confidential counseling to existing and prospective business owners, as well as low cost seminars. Curt can be reached at 785-843-8844 or curt@kusbdc.net.
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